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1. Unravelling the Official Story

First they came for the communists, and I did not speak out —
because I was not a communist;
Then they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out —
because I was not a socialist;
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out — 
because I was not a trade unionist;
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out —
because I was not a Jew;
Then they came for me —
and there was no one left to speak out for me.
(Martin Niemöller, 1892–1984)

On September 29, 1987, a fifteen-year old girl was raped at knifepoint in 
her bedroom in Toronto, Ontario. Two months later, nineteen-year old 
tradesman and husband Anthony Hanemaayer of  Newmarket, Ontario, 
was arrested and charged with break, enter, and assault. The case against 
Hanemaayer proceeded to trial based entirely on the eyewitness testimony 
of  the young girl’s mother, who reported that she encountered the assail-
ant during the attack and exchanged a full forty-five-second stare with him 
before he leapt up and fled. Shortly thereafter, the girl’s mother approached 
a nearby construction company and provided a description of  the attacker, 
prompting an office employee to suggest the description might fit Anthony 
Hanemaayer. The girl’s mother then forwarded this information to the po-
lice. After investigators obtained a photograph of  Hanemaayer, the mother 
selected him from a photo lineup. Hanemaayer was arrested and charged 
with rape. Despite his incessant claim of  innocence, only two days into his 
trial in 1989, Hanemaayer accepted the Crown’s offer of  a plea bargain on 
the advice of  his lawyer, who felt that his conviction and the probability of  a 
penitentiary sentence in the six-year range was a foregone conclusion. Having 
already spent six months in custody on remand, Hanemaayer remarks with 
hindsight on his dim prospects:

I had never done any big time. I didn’t like it in jail. You have got to 
watch your back 24/7. But they told me that a federal pen is worse. 
My lawyer had me shaken…. If  you go to the pen, either you are 
not going to survive, or you are going to get in a lot of  fights. (cbc 
News 2008)
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Anthony Hanemaayer was sentenced to two years less one day in provincial 
jail in Ontario. Despite gaining his “freedom” from prison, Hanemaayer 
lived the next twenty years with this conviction hanging over him until serial 
murderer and rapist Paul Bernardo confessed in 2006 to this crime.1 Based 
on Bernardo’s confession, Anthony Hanemaayer’s case was reopened, and on 
June 25, 2008, he was acquitted of  all related charges by the Ontario Court 
of  Appeal. Upon clearing his name, he recounted the spiralling destruction 
instigated by his wrongful conviction including the subsequent breakdown 
of  his marriage. As Hanemaayer emotionally recalls, “There were many, 
many nights that I just couldn’t sleep. Even now, I’m still going through 
mental stress because this is bringing it all back.” Anthony Hanemaayer 
contemplated suicide on many occasions during his adult life and says he 
never thought he would live to see the day his name would be cleared of  
this heinous crime.
 The Crown’s entire case against Hanemaayer was founded on an erro-
neous eyewitness identification of  him by the mother of  the victim. Despite 
the weight of  an eyewitness testimony in a courtroom, it begs the question 
commonly invoked by members of  the public and juries: why would anyone 
plead guilty to a crime they did not commit? Twenty years later, Hanemaayer 
explained his choiceless choice:

Back then, I was nineteen, I was scared, I would have been scared 
to go in federal prison because of  the charge. So in other words, 
basically I had to take to the deal. I didn’t want to do the ten years. 
I was already inside. I figured I’d just do another eight months and 
get out, just get it over and done with…. As the trial proceeded, the 
trial was going real bad, I could see in everybody’s eyes, the Crown, 
the judge, I could see the way it was… guilty… they had me guilty 
before I could even prove my innocence. (cbc News 2008)

 Anthony Hanemaayer’s harrowing encounter with our legal system 
represents a turning point in public awareness and knowledge of  wrongful 
convictions as his case shone the spotlight on wrongful convictions in non-
murder offences. Over the past several decades, the discourse of  wrongful 
convictions has seeped into the public consciousness based almost entirely 
on a number of  highly profiled and sensationalized homicide cases, which 
attracted widespread attention upon the horrifying discovery that the wrong 
person had been convicted of  the most egregious of  offences. Canadians 
are now acutely aware of  the travesty of  justice associated with the names 
Donald Marshall Jr., David Milgaard, Guy Paul Morin, Thomas Sophonow, 
James Driskell, Steven Truscott, Ronald Dalton, Gregory Parsons, and Randy 
Druken. These men were wrongfully convicted of  murder and their cases 
each wound up as the subject of  a public inquiry and/or government-com-
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missioned report.2 Indeed, since 1990, six provincially commissioned public 
inquiries have convened to directly investigate both the causes and remedies 
of  wrongful convictions in these high profile homicide cases.3 Relatedly, other 
inquiries, while not specifically tasked to investigate any one case of  a wrong-
ful conviction, have revealed critical insights into the broader institutional 
arrangements that give way to a wrongful conviction. Most recently, the 
final report of  the Inquiry into Pediatric Forensic Pathology in Ontario (the 
Goudge Inquiry, 2008) delivered a scathing indictment of  pediatric forensic 
pathology, citing lack of  training and experience, institutional and organiza-
tional weaknesses, lack of  oversight and accountability, ineffective legislative 
framework for death investigations in Ontario, and lack of  quality control. 
These factors resulted in high-ranking medical staff  losing autopsy reports, 
misplacing and/or losing key forensic evidence, and producing notoriously 
late, sloppy, and incomplete reports. The Inquiry repeatedly showcased the 
“woefully inadequate” training of  Ontario’s now disgraced leading “expert” 
in pediatric forensic pathology, Dr. Charles Smith, whose testimony directly 
contributed to the wrongful convictions of  mothers, fathers, close relatives, 
and caregivers, who would be branded with the ultimate mark of  societal 
scorn — that of  a baby killer. Indeed, an overwhelming number of  Dr. 
Smith’s victims were mothers of  the deceased children. Of  the twenty cases 
under investigation at the Goudge Inquiry, an astonishing three-quarters in-
volved allegations and criminal charges against the deceased child’s mother.4 
While this alarming finding was not systematically probed or investigated 
at the Goudge Inquiry hearings, a review of  its final report reveals blatant 
systemic biases that converged to construct the “dangerous mother” profile. 
Overwhelming evidence is gleaned from the Inquiry report of  Dr. Smith and 
his medical colleagues routinely passing adverse moral judgments on single 
welfare mothers that, when delivered to a jury or child protection officials with 
“scientific” certainty, led to the conviction of  the deceased child’s mother. All 
too often, mothers became the target of  the medical establishment’s “think 
dirty” approach to child death investigations. Many of  these mothers were 
later charged, convicted, and sentenced for killing and/or abusing their own 
children.
 Public knowledge surrounding the incidence and prevalence of  wrongful 
convictions has been generated largely from the collection of  public inquiries 
that have investigated specific occurrences in Canada. There now exists a 
voluminous library of  inquiry findings and recommendations canvassing 
both the causes and proposed remedies for wrongful convictions. To give the 
reader some sense of  volume, the combined final reports from these seven 
public inquiries (including Goudge) exceed 20,000 pages and have generated 
some 492 recommendations. The total cost to taxpayers tops $47 million.5 
Add to this the $24 million awarded in compensation between all eight 
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men at the centre of  these inquiries6 and the financial costs of  failed justice 
are astronomical. It is a sad commentary that more money is spent on the 
inquiries themselves than is received in compensation by those wrongfully 
convicted. These figures, of  course, do not include the exorbitant investiga-
tion, prosecution, and trial costs required to gain a conviction in the first 
place, numerous appeals, and the costs to incarcerate these nine men for a 
total of  seventy-eight years.7

 More disturbing than any amount of  money, however, are the personal 
costs to those wrongfully convicted and their families. Taken together, these 
nine men alone spent almost eight decades behind bars, experienced the 
depths of  human misery and sensory deprivation of  federal incarceration, 
and were robbed of  their formative years, subject to endless psychological 
testing and manipulation, and forced to live out a lonely existence separated 
from family and loved ones. The magnitude of  suffering in human terms 
cannot be quantified. While every effort is made in this book to privilege 
the voices of  those with the lived knowledge of  a wrongful conviction over 
the expert opinions proffered (all too often incorrectly) by the courts, this 
book does rely on official findings generated through the courts and public 
inquiries as to the evidentiary aspects of  many of  these cases. The wealth 
of  information generated from public inquiries provides an entry point into 
understanding how the social, legal, and political dimensions of  a wrongful 
conviction are framed, contained, and interpreted.
 The cumulative findings generated throughout the series of  public inqui-
ries spanning two decades have revealed that, quite apart from the particular 
circumstances of  any given case of  wrongful conviction, broader systemic 
problems plague our criminal justice system that collectively contribute to 
miscarriages of  justice. The widely identified and expanding list of  legally 
situated contributors of  wrongful convictions are now well-known8 and 
include the misuse of  jailhouse informants; non-disclosure by the Crown 
and police; false confessions; eyewitness misidentification; misuse of  expert 
evidence; unreliable scientific evidence; mishandling of  alibi witnesses; in-
stitutional elements of  police culture, forensic facilities, trial, and appellate 
courts; inadequate legal aid funding; inadequate defence work; and mislead-
ing circumstantial evidence.
 What is less well-known or canvassed systemically, however, are the 
extra-legal or predisposing causes of  wrongful convictions such as systemic 
racism, class biases toward the poor, sensationalism of  crimes by the media, 
and political collateral in the form of  draconian crime control strategies. 
The wrongfully convicted then face harsh penalties, including mandatory 
minimum sentencing, the stranglehold of  the “psy” disciplines (psychology, 
psychiatry, social work) in our prison system, which averts attention toward 
individual cognitive deficiencies and away from root causes of  wrongful 
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convictions, and the parole process, which remains rooted in a prisoner’s 
expression of  remorse for criminal wrongdoing (an impediment to freedom 
for someone who is innocent). The convicted person’s immediate family also 
suffers an immense burden. The quest for a deeper understanding of  these 
social, political, economic, and cultural conditions propels attempts at un-
ravelling the official story behind wrongful convictions. Given that criminal 
convictions are squarely located within the legal arena, the tendency has been 
to cast the gaze myopically at the inner workings of  that system alone. The 
main argument of  this book is that the medico-legal systems, by their very 
organization (e.g., self-regulation, introspection), are insufficient in and of  
themselves to explain the manufacturing of  a wrongful conviction. Turning 
back to the very systems that got it wrong in the first place for answers and 
remedies should be a non-starter. We need to also search for answers outside 
the legal system that speak to the systemic causes of  wrongful convictions. 
Weaving together the untold sociological story behind the production of  
wrongful convictions is the central thrust of  this book.
 A sociological attempt to explore the official story of  how wrongful 
convictions are produced could easily follow many divergent paths and fill 
many books. Given the explosive volume of  cross-disciplinary interest in all 
aspects of  wrongful convictions, it has become onerous just keeping up with 
the plethora of  innocence cases being brought forward every day across 
North America and the U.K., the expansion of  student organizations located 
within law schools and criminology programs devoted to uncovering wrong-
ful convictions, journalistic exposés chronicling the human consequences of  
failed justice, academic research, and public inquiries investigating individual 
miscarriages of  justice. While increased attention is being devoted to the 
investigation of  wrongful convictions from an interdisciplinary scholarly per-
spective, it is still the case that our collective understanding of  how wrongful 
convictions occur has been framed almost exclusively by state agents. The 
intention of  this book is to widen the scope of  understanding by examining 
not only the systemic failings of  medical and legal actors (including forensic 
pathologists, expert witnesses, police, Crown and defence attorneys, judges, 
and juries), but to advance a broader sociological understanding of  who 
becomes a target of  our criminal justice system in the first place and to move 
us toward a deeper understanding of  the prison industrial complex. The 
cliché of  “being in the wrong place at the wrong time” fails to account for 
the reality that not everyone runs the same degree of  risk to be the unlucky 
target of  police scrutiny or tunnel vision at the investigative stage of  a crime. 
This book calls into question the structural foundations of  any system that 
functions to reproduce societal inequalities and maintain the status quo. 
While this area of  study has been well-established in the social scientific 
literature, what has been noticeably absent is the link between who gets 
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criminalized in the first place and who inevitably winds up as the target of  
a wrongful conviction (an exception being Anderson and Anderson 1998). 
This book, therefore, explores a number of  key policy proposals targeted not 
only at the level of  legal reforms but toward a broader social justice agenda 
that seeks to root out the structural inequalities accounting for not only why 
wrongful convictions occur but who ends up as the targets. Knowing that 
wrongful convictions occur disproportionately for those at the bottom end 
of  the class ladder, racialized groups, single mothers, and other marginalized 
populations, should encourage us to search equally for reforms in the arena 
of  social justice and equality.
 Very few of  us will come into contact with the criminal justice system, 
much less be subjected to the brutally devastating shock of  a wrongful con-
viction. Hence, the ways in which the general population comes to under-
stand the production of  a wrongful conviction are filtered through powerful 
societal institutions including the media with its attendant biases, the legal 
and medical professions, politicians and legislators, who weigh in on various 
sides of  the debate based on their political persuasions, and publicly funded, 
state-sponsored inquiries. It is the rare few who have any firsthand knowledge 
of  what contributes to a wrongful conviction and, moreover, any sense or 
understanding of  the personal devastation on those who are forced to live 
with one. Writing this book as an outsider to the lived horrors of  a wrongful 
conviction has given me much pause in attempting to frame the experiences 
of  those wrongfully convicted. I would much prefer this book be written by 
someone who has the lived experience and can take the reader on a personal 
journey of  the multi-faceted devastation brought on by a wrongful convic-
tion. Unfortunately, those who have been wrongfully convicted have already 
lost too many years of  their lives. Many of  those who have been exonerated 
are preoccupied with trying to piece together their lives and return to some 
degree of  normalcy in society. The ongoing struggles to move forward do 
not leave much time for contemplation or writing about their experiences. 
Many just want to put the nightmare of  their encounters with the legal sys-
tem behind them and “move on” in the best ways they know how. Having 
said that, the important point is that a book like this be written and available 
to enlighten audiences who may otherwise not be exposed to some of  the 
perspectives contained herein. Wherever possible, I have privileged above all 
else the voices of  those men and women who have had their lives torn apart 
by our institutions of  medicine and justice. I have gone to great lengths to 
elevate their voices from the mounds of  public documents generated about 
their lives through court transcripts, inquiries, and endless reports. I have 
tried to foreground their experiences within a broader analysis of  systemic 
racism, sexism, and classism while not moving too far into the abstract. These 
are individual lives destroyed by those invested with the absolute power in 
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our society to determine time and cause of  death, rules of  evidence, legal 
representation, length of  sentence, intervention of  child protection agencies, 
and initiation of  undercover police operations, surveillance and monitoring 
ordinances, search warrants, and so on. There can be no greater power than 
that held by our legal and medical institutions, who, by their very nature, 
deal in the business of  human lives. Writing this book, therefore, has proven 
to be a daunting task with many stops and starts. I take my responsibility to 
portray the lives of  those who have lived and are still living with the nightmare 
of  a wrongful conviction very seriously. I understand fully that my position 
as an outsider to the inconceivable terror of  being wrongfully convicted af-
fects how I view the world and limits my ability to fully grasp all the legal, 
psychological, financial, emotional, and familial dimensions of  a wrongful 
conviction. My only hope is that I have not done a further injustice to those 
men and women by how I attempt to frame their stories.
 One final caveat deserves attention before going any further down the 
path of  trying to unravel the legal/procedural versus structural/systemic 
failings of  failed justice, and that is the very use of  the term “wrongful con-
victions.” My consideration of  the language used to characterize what we 
have come to know as a “wrongful conviction” is much more than a preoc-
cupation with minuscule detail or semantic musings. My contemplation to 
the terminology is twofold. First, while not in any way minimizing the terror 
for any innocent individual who has been convicted of  a heinous crime, as 
all of  the examples in this book demonstrate, it is important to recognize that 
the very same structural and systemic forces of  racism, sexism, heterosexism, 
and classism are at play daily for certain groups in society who are regularly 
pursued and singled out as the subject of  police tunnel vision, corruption, and 
the imbalance of  state power. In this view, the “wrongfulness” of  a criminal 
conviction is displayed every day in our courts, where those invested with 
absolute power have at their disposal endless financial and human resources 
to determine the fate of  members of  disenfranchised groups who appear 
before them. In this regard, the system itself  is wrongful whenever it continues 
to target and prosecute such select groups while turning a blind eye to the 
crimes of  other more powerful groups. Relatedly, while most of  the cases 
considered in this book result from high profile murders, it should remain in 
clear view that the conviction of  anyone resulting from the racialized, sexist, 
and class biases built into our criminal justice system should be conceived of  
as “wrongful.” Far too many women and men in this country are convicted 
of  “crimes” in an effort to feed their kids, provide a roof  over their heads, 
pay their bills, run from an abusive partner, hide out from child protection 
services or other intrusive state agents, breach an untenable condition of  
parole, or commit a crime as their last-ditch effort to obtain psychiatric 
treatment. Any such convictions should also be considered as wrongful in 
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a country as resource-rich as Canada, which treats its Aboriginal peoples 
as third-class citizens, continues to propel single mothers into poverty, fails 
to take violence against women seriously, perpetuates gender inequalities, 
and forces children into poverty. The conviction of  innocents, therefore, is 
part of  a larger broken system that reinforces a “just us” system rather than 
anything resembling “justice.”
 The sequencing of  chapters attempts to weave together the untold sto-
ries of  wrongful convictions through a focus on macro-level social injustices. 
The next chapter launches into an examination of  the less publicized causes 
of  wrongful convictions, which have a lot to do with the race to incarcerate 
certain groups in society who are targets of  our criminal justice system. The 
often neglected tale of  who goes to prison in the first place and the reasons 
why our prisons are burgeoning with poor, racially and ethnically marginal-
ized groups and the mentally ill forms the basis for a discussion of  who then 
becomes the target of  a wrongful conviction. As we will see, in almost all of  
the cases of  botched forensic evidence considered at the Goudge Inquiry, the 
targets of  the “think dirty” mindset held by Dr. Smith and his colleagues were 
from lower-class, disenfranchised backgrounds, particularly single mothers. 
Chapter 3, therefore, calls into question the inherent dangers of  investing 
scientific experts with unmitigated power over the lives of  those who face 
them in the courtroom. If  there’s one major lesson to be taken from all the 
public inquiries, it is that individual actors alone are not the sole cause of  
wrongful convictions, although they all too often end up as the fall guys for 
the inherent institutional failings of  our legal and medical professions. As 
we see clearly in the scandals surrounding the work of  forensic pathologists, 
overwhelmingly these white, upper-class scientific “experts” are imbued with 
the highest level of  reverence, not only in the courtroom but in society as a 
whole, causing us to accept without question their medical diagnoses and 
courtroom testimony. We now know blind acceptance of  “expert” testimony 
is a major contributor to wrongful convictions. These stem not only from indi-
vidual and institutional calamities but also from the faulty claims of  “scientific 
certainty,” which have been revealed as nothing more than pseudo-science 
masking for truth. This masquerading has all too regularly been reinforced 
by legislators, regulatory agents, and the courts, which create the landscape 
on which wrongful convictions are mapped. The fallibility of  science to 
human and institutional error has not heeded the words of  Commissioner 
Kaufman in his final report from the Commission on Proceedings Involving 
Guy Paul Morin when he aptly noted:

The case of  Guy Paul Morin is not an aberration… What I mean 
is that the causes of  Mr. Morin’s conviction are rooted in systemic 
problems, as well as the failings of  individuals. It is no coincidence 
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that the same systemic problems are those identified in wrongful con-
victions in other jurisdictions worldwide. (Kaufman 1998: 1243)

 Public knowledge of  wrongful convictions is still emerging as we ques-
tion the once sacred and unquestionable workings of  our medico-legal 
institutions, causing us to challenge their authority structures and decision-
making processes and to hold both science and law accountable for their 
individual and institutional shortcomings. As we continue to shine the light, 
our understanding of  wrongful convictions expands. One of  the more recent 
areas of  study (and understandably one of  the most difficult for the general 
public to comprehend) is why anyone would confess to a crime they did not 
commit. Chapter 4 takes the reader on a personal journey of  deceit, fear, 
moral depravity, and intimidation orchestrated and financed by the Canadian 
state. This chapter is intended to raise a red flag about the longstanding and 
highly contentious policing tactic that has been playing out since the early 
1970s in jurisdictions all across Canada. Federal police officers (posing as 
criminals) routinely engaging in clandestine sting operations designed with 
the sole purpose of  snaring a confession from a suspect for whom there is 
otherwise insufficient evidence, or no evidence at all, to bring that person 
to trial should concern anyone with even a cursory understanding of  how 
wrongful convictions are manufactured. The inherent secrecy of  these opera-
tions has shielded them from public scrutiny, and they have become a haven 
for institutional abuses of  power. This chapter reveals a firsthand account of  
one unsuspecting individual who, like hundreds of  others over the past twenty 
years, is now serving a life sentence behind bars based on his coerced confes-
sion extracted through one of  these elaborate stings. By presenting his story 
in all its chilling details, it is hoped the reader can determine for themselves 
whether these stings constitute dirty tricks and whether Canadians should 
be up in arms over the misuse of  taxpayer dollars and the legal loophole of  
the “confessions rule” used in these Mr. Big schemes.
 Finally, Chapter 5 contemplates policy transformations arising from 
both official and unofficial understandings of  how wrongful convictions 
are manufactured. Key lines of  inquiry include a probing of  what can be 
done to minimize the risks of  wrongful convictions in our criminal justice 
system; lessons learned from other countries’ successes and failures; steps 
toward more just systems of  law and medicine; and social justice initiatives 
to mitigate wrongful convictions. In addressing these lines of  inquiry, this 
chapter synthesizes many of  the key recommendations from Canadian 
public inquiries and explores the persistent call for the establishment of  an 
arm’s-length review body to investigate wrongful convictions. In making the 
case for post-exoneration independence, this chapter explores the political 
motivations behind public inquiries as they currently stand; the ineffective-
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ness of  inquiries in terms of  the scope and limitations of  their inquisitorial 
powers; the damage-control techniques invoked by the carefully crafted terms 
of  reference; the costs associated with the delivery of  an inquiry and who are 
its key beneficiaries; and the fundamental question of  whether justice is, or 
can be, redeemed through these state-sponsored inquiries. Finally, concluding 
remarks privilege the human costs of  wrongful convictions and our collective 
responsibility as a society to those individuals and their families whose lives 
have been marked by a “permanent loss of  joy.”

Notes
1. Convicted serial rapist and murderer Paul Bernardo became the subject of  a 

re-opened police investigation in 2006 in connection with the 1990 sexual assault 
and murder of  Elizabeth Bain. Bain’s then boyfriend, Robert Baltovich, was 
wrongfully convicted of  these charges and sentenced to life imprisonment. 

2. In November 2001, Steven Truscott and his lawyers filed a s. 690 Criminal 
Court of  Canada federal ministerial application (which became s. 696.1 in 2002) 
requesting a new trial into his 1959 rape and murder conviction of  twelve-year-
old Lynne Harper. The Minister of  Justice appointed Fred Kaufman to review 
the application and make recommendations. Justice Kaufman’s 700-page report 
was released in April 2004 and called for the case to be referred to the Ontario 
Court of  Appeal. On August 28, 2007, the five-member panel unanimously 
acquitted Truscott of  his rape and murder conviction, declaring a miscarriage of  
justice. On March 28, 2008, Justice Sydney L. Robbins, tasked by the Attorney 
General of  Ontario to report on the outstanding issue of  compensation in the 
matter of  Steven Truscott delivered his final report. Forty-nine years later, after 
his wrongful conviction, on July 7, 2008, Attorney General of  Ontario Michael 
Bryant announced that Steven Truscott would receive $6.5 million in compensa-
tion from the Government of  Ontario for his wrongful conviction. 

3. The wrongful convictions of  Ronald Dalton, Randy Druken, and Gregory 
Parsons were handled collectively in the Lamer Inquiry into the Administration 
of  Justice in Newfoundland. The case of  Steven Truscott, while not the subject 
of  a public inquiry, has undergone numerous government-appointed external 
reviews by former/retired judges (Kaufman 2004; Robbins 2008) as noted 
above. 

4. In eleven of  these fourteen cases, the mother/stepmother was suspected and/
or charged with either first-degree murder, second-degree murder, infanticide, 
or manslaughter. In three of  these fourteen cases, both parents were charged 
simultaneously. See Table 3.1 for an indexing of  all twenty cases before the 
Goudge Inquiry. 

5. As a prominent lawyer at the Lamer Inquiry noted, “Inquiries are blank cheques” 
(personal communication). 

6. Compensation for those wrongfully convicted as a result of  shoddy and errone-
ous forensic pathology in Ontario is pending before the civil courts. 

7. The average annual cost of  incarceration for males in a federal penitentiary is 
$260 per day (Juristat 2008). For these nine high profile wrongfully convicted 
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men (including Steven Truscott), the costs to Canadian taxpayers is roughly 
$7.8 million. 

8. Much has been written in recent years about the legal contributors to wrong-
ful convictions in both Canada and the U.S. See, for example, MacFarlane 
2008; Green 2005; Sherrin 2005; Campbell and Denov 2004; fpt Heads of  
Prosecution Working Group 2004; Huff  2004; Kennedy 2004; Weisman 2004; 
Scullion 2004; Frater 2002; Martin 2002; MacFarlane 2001; Anderson and 
Anderson 1998 . 




