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acid rain. A form of air pollution wherein rain contains sulphur dioxide,
nitrogen oxide and ammonia. Industry is the main source of acid rain. In
Europe acid rain reached its highest levels between 1950 and 1980;
thereafter it was mitigated by protocols between states. After 1975, sul-
phur emissions in North America were reduced by as much as 25%. See
pollution, environmental and links.

Action Aid (www.actionaid.org). One of largest UK aid agencies. Cam-
paigns include lobbying World Trade Organization “to ensure interna-
tional agriculture benefits poor people and protects farmers’ rights to seed
and plant resources.” Concerned about impact of genetically modified
crops and patents on genetic resources. An excellent site for discussion
about food in general and genetically modified food in particular. See aid,
biotechnology, blood diamonds, genetically modified food, organizations
and publications, agriculture, lobbyists, Third World and links.

Adam Smith Institute (www.adamsmith.org.uk). Right-wing British think-
tank. Its experts have been used by the World Bank to advise on privati-
zation. Few of its enthusiasts seem to realize that Adam Smith was
writing about a world where industrial capitalism was as yet unknown.
See lobbyists, business, Canadian/US and links.

Adbusters (www.adbusters.org). Vancouver-based anti-corporatism and
anti-globalism magazine with sales of 100,000 worldwide. Extraordinary
artwork. Piercing perceptions. Organizes “Buy Nothing Day” but now
markets its own products. Tends to self-exaggeration. According to one
subscriber: “I am unclear as to how your group plans to ‘topple existing
power structures and forge a major shift in the way we will exist in the
21st century.’ I do not think that providing a bad press about corpora-
tions will solve the problem” (“Letters,” Adbusters, 34, Mar/Apr 2001,
6). See media, alternative and links.

affluent alliance. A euphemism for the association of rich countries,
headed by the US; the club of the First World. See wealth, distribution
of, world and links.

Africa Action (www.africaaction.org). US-based organization which works
for political, economic and social justice in Africa. It is a coalition of the
American Committee on Africa, the Africa Fund and the Africa Polity
Information Centre. See organizations and publications, peace/arms con-
trol and links.

agitprop. Agitation and propaganda. A term associated with the Commu-
nist International but useful to describe lobbyists. See lobbyists and
links.



6

Globalization and Development

agreements, international, on arms control. See arms, Canada, organiza-
tions, peace/arms control and links.

agreements, international, on environment. See Amsterdam Declaration,
Bonn World Climate Conference, Kyoto Protocol, organizations and
publications, environmental, pollution, environmental and links.

agriculture, capitalist. The production of foodstuffs, including organic
foodstuffs, for profit as opposed to use. See fair trade, firms, agribusiness,
genetic engineering, organizations and publications, agriculture and links.

aid. Gifts or loans given to Third World countries by Western countries,
often in connection with development and thus called “development
aid.” Aid might be tied, in that it is given on the condition that the
recipient spends it in ways determined by the donor, usually to the
benefit of firms in the donor country. Untied aid has no such strings, at
least in principle. In practice, all aid has strings attached. Aid can be
measured as a percentage of the GDP of the donor country. The UN
recommends that rich countries give a minimum of 0.7% of GDP. Only a
few countries have managed this, notably Denmark, Norway, Nether-
lands and Sweden. In 1991, Japan surpassed the US as the single biggest
aid donor, giving over $10 billion in 1998. The total aid given by the rich
world in 1998 was $51.89 billion (NI, 332, March 2001, 19). For aid
figures see United Nations’ Development Program (UNDP), Human De-
velopment Report, which is published annually. See aid agencies, Cana-
dian International Development Agency, development, alternative forms
of, United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and following entries.

aid agencies. See Action Aid, aid, Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), International Development and Research Council (IDRC),
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) and links.

aid, Canadian. In 1950, at the genesis of the era of development, Canada
gave C$11 million in aid. By 1967, this figure had reached $279 million;
since then it has increased to several times that amount. OECD countries
were to attempt to reach the UN established aid target of 0.7% of GNP and
some did. The highest point attained by the Canadian government was
0.5% in 1986–1987. Since then, especially due to the ongoing cuts in the
1990s, this figure has fallen. The latest cuts, of $150 m., will have reduced
by one-third the aid spending since the early 1990s. In the 1990s, a larger
share has been going to Eastern European countries and for emergency
humanitarian relief.

The 1990s has seen a practical abandonment of the goals of the UN.
According to the United Nations Human Development Index (2003, 160),
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in 2001 Canada gave 0.22% of GDP as aid, lower than any developed world
country except Greece. Denmark gave 1.03% (Government of Canada.
Parliamentary Research...79-16E). See aid, lobbyists, Third World and
links.

AIDS. See HIV/AIDS.

AlertNet (www.alertnet.org). “AlertNet provides global news, communi-
cations and logistics services to the international disaster relief commu-
nity and the public.” AlertNet is funded by Reuters Foundation, an
educational and humanitarian trust created by the Reuters news agency.
See media, alternative and links.

Alternatives Journal (alternat@fes.uwaterloo.ca). Quarterly publication
about the environment produced by the Faculty of Environmental Stud-
ies, University of Waterloo. Excellent articles on local issues and good at
debunking bogus environmental arguments written in the interests of
Big Pollution. Useful information about courses in environment studies.
See media, alternative, organizations and publications, environmental,
press, non-business and links.

Amazonia. In Brazil, one of two of world’s greatest tropical forests. For its
destruction with the assistance of the World Bank (Hecht, 1989; McNeill,
2001, 232–33). See forests, destruction of, organizations and publica-
tions, environmental, World Bank and links.

America. “If we have to use force, it is because we are America. We are the
indispensable nation. We stand tall. We see farther into the future”
(Madeleine Albright, US Secretary of State, defending use of Cruise
missiles against Iraq, quoted in Johnson, 2000, 217). “America, at its
best, is not just a country. It’s a spiritual value and role model” (Thomas
Friedman, cited in McQuaig, 2001, 116). See America First, Americani-
zation, Americans, rich, US and links.

America First. An ideology in full flower under George W. Bush’s admin-
istration. America Firsters rallying around the vice president, Dick
Cheney, include the vulpine Paul Wolfowitz and a wide range of think-
tank pundits. They believe that all measures should be taken to ensure
that the US remains the first and only world power. The invasion of Iraq
in March 2002 is but the most egregious policy manifestation of this
ideology. See America, imperialism, US, isolationism, US and links.

American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research (www.aei.org).
Neoliberal US think-tank which produces essays ranging from the pro-
vocative (“Serbia is able and willing to try Milosevic. We are denying




