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Aimée Craft, Leona Star, and Dawnis Kennedy
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As we write this, the world feels like it is burning around us. From the
destruction of property and physical violence by non-Indigenous fishermen toward Mi’kmaw lobster fishermen in Mi’kma’ki (literally burning
buildings to the ground), to the racist and violent death suffered by
Atikamekw mother Joyce Echaquan in a Joliette, Québec, hospital, to
the continued forcible removal of Indigenous people who occupy their
territories and protect their lands and waters against industrial commodification and environmental degradation in the form of pipelines
(Unist’ot’en), land development (Six Nations of the Grand River), fracking
(Camp Morning Star at Hollow Water First Nation), hydroelectric dams
(Tataskweyak Cree Nation and the Jenpeg Dam), forestry (Grassy Narrows
Blockade) … and the list goes on …
The individual and systemic racism faced by Indigenous people in
Canada is alarming. And it does not appear to be getting better, even in
an era of reconciliation and the “real systemic change” called for by the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (trc). We repeatedly
hear the call for radical change in Indigenous relations in Canada echoed; from almost a decade ago by the Idle No More movement to more
recently, when Indigenous people in Canada were marching in the streets
for Tina Fontaine, Colten Boushie, and Cindy Gladue. Hearts continue to
break with recent events. Dreams of nation-to-nation politics in Canada
continue to fade.
At the heart of this is the denial of basic human rights, the violations of
sacred treaty relationships and the disregard for constitutionally protected
rights, all marked by institutionally accepted violence. This is an assault
on the stated values of Canada as an international human rights defender.
Outrage has been met with inaction, which in turn, sparks further indignation. Who amongst Canadians is prepared to sacrifice to protect human
1
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rights to the point of being arrested, criminalized, or ostracized for their
stances against the violence done to the land and the people?
This book takes up one of the most challenging questions that
Canadian society faces today: how to navigate the ongoing relationship
between Indigenous people and settler Canada, and particularly the
role of non-Indigenous settlers in redefining that relationship. There
is no singular answer to this question and while the challenge remains
daunting, this book beautifully weaves theory and scholarship with firstperson narrative to provide an embodied response towards Indigenous
sovereignty.
Too often the burden of decolonization is taken up by Indigenous
people, or in effect placed on Indigenous people’s shoulders. Turning the
gaze not away from, but rather in support of Indigenous Peoples, this
book engages with what it is to be a settler-ally in all forms and based on
the lived experience of a variety of non-Indigenous people. This book
provides a range of illustrations of the multiple paths that orient toward
Indigenous sovereignty and tackles directly “what Indigenous people
have asked of us.”
The purpose of this book is to critically engage with how to not only
think differently but to also be and do things differently. Elizabeth (Liz)
Carlson-Manathara’s work is immensely valuable; her research and depth
of scholarship, blended with her ability to ask difficult questions while
listening honestly and gently engaging is exactly the type of approach
required to get to the heart of the matter. All three of us have met Liz
through her participation in ceremonies and other community activities and we have first-hand exposure to her kindness, reciprocity, and
attentiveness to being a good relative. These same qualities are reflected
in the substance and form of this book, including the shared authorship
of chapters, the attention to narrative and authenticity, and the assurance that relationships remained good and that people were listened to
throughout the research and publication process.
In this time of an international pandemic many of us are contemplating how we continue to advance reconciliation, to develop and maintain
mutually respectful relationships (trc 2015), and to create the space to
reset the relationships. One key element of this redefinition is proposed
as a return: a return to awareness that Indigenous Lands have their own
stories, relationships, responsibilities, and laws, all of which have been
practised by Indigenous people since time immemorial. For Liz and her
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collaborators, the focus has narrowed to understanding what “land back”
could and should look like.
Each of us is called upon regularly to answer these questions: what
is it going to take to reach into spaces of reconciliation? How can nonIndigenous or settler-allies do more or do better? We’re grateful to this
book as a resource for them to be able to begin or further their journeys
into their support of Indigenous Peoples and sovereignties.
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A rather large community has contributed to this book and to the research
upon which it is based. Truth be told, all should be listed as co-authors.
Please know how grateful I am for your generosity. In this list, however,
I include those who were authors and co-authors of chapters.
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their families, put down alcohol, help their relatives, support the people,
and reconnect to Midewiwin — living the ways of life, languages, and
traditions that our ancestors sent forward to us. In the footsteps of all her
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