
Idea Journal 

Our study of The Paper Girl will culminate with you producing a personal zine that shows the 

impact of the story on you. As you read the story you will record thoughts, feelings and 

reflections on the changes you are experiencing. Your journal will incorporate quick writes and 

looking-glass reflections. 

 

Quick Writes 

After reading a section of the novel, choose a sentence starter to quickly get ideas down about 

the story. 

 

Sentence Starters 

This reminds me of … 

I connected to this when … 

X made me remember a time when … 

This relates to my life because …  

X makes me think about … 

I really had a strong connection to this part because … 

This is like … 

This is familiar to me in that … 

This is similar to … 

I like the part where …  

I dislike the part where … 

My favourite part is …  



I think the relationship between X and Y is important because … 

This part is very realistic/unrealistic because …  

According to the text… 

Based on the clues/evidence in the text …  

The fact that ____ proves ____  

This is significant because…  

I like how the author uses ___ to show ___ …  

The simile/metaphor/image that caught my attention was …  

I like how the author described ____ to show …  

I could really picture …  

The description of ____ helped me visualize …  

I created a mental image of …  

When it said ____, I could imagine …  

If this were a movie …  

I’m getting a different picture here because …    

Based on what the text says and what I know, I think  …  

This information makes me think …   

That is probably why …  

Although the writer does not come right out and say it, I can figure out that …  

What this means to me is …  

In a nutshell, the story is about …  

 

  



Looking-Glass Reflections 

At the end of each cycle you will reflect on the story and connections you are making to your 

own experiences. Ask yourself the questions below and then write a brief response for each. 

1. As I reflect on Cassie and her role in the story and think about my own role in society, I 

am thinking more deeply about …  

a. Exploring Justice: Cassie is driven by principles of justice.  

i. How is Cassie trying to bring about a more just world? 

ii. How are you going to bring about a more just world? 

b. Friendship and Solidarity: Cassie has strong feelings about friendship and 

connections with her community. 

i. How does Cassie’s community (family, friends, organizations) support her 

and give her strength? 

ii. How does Cassie support those around her? 

iii. How does your community support you? 

iv. How do you support those around you? 

c. Hopes and Dreams: Cassie is also driven by hopes and dreams of the future. 

i. How are Cassie’s hopes and dreams motivating her to become a better 

person and citizen? 

ii. What hopes and dreams drive you to become a better person and citizen? 

 

 

 

 



 

Idea Journal Template 

Repeat with each cycle. 

 

First Quick Write: 

Sentence starter + personal response  

 

First Looking-Glass Reflection: 

Questions Cassie Me 

Exploring Justice   

Friendship and Solidarity    

Hopes and Dreams   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


